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"Whom  we  preach,  warning  every  man,  and  teaching  every  man  in  all 
wisdom  ;  that  we  may  present  every  man  perfect  in  Christ  Jesus : 
whereunto  I  also  labor,  striving  according  to  his  working,  which  work- 
eth  in  me  mightily." 

The  Apostle  had  made  mention,  just  before  the 
text,  of  the  relation  he  sustained  to  the  Church  : 
"whereof,"  he  says,  "I  am  made  a  minister,  according 
to  the  dispensation  of  God  which  is  given  to  me  for 
you,  to  fulfil,"  or,  as  it  is  in  the  marginal  readings, 
fully  to  preach,  "  the  word  of  God."  The  text  tells  us 
how  he  filled  his  place  as  a  minister. 

There  are  few  subjects  of  greater  interest  to  con- 
template than  the  work  of  the  Christian  minister.  It 
is,  indeed,  always  a  thing  of  interest  to  contemplate 
any  one  of  the  legitimate  callings  and  employments 
of  society :  —  for  example,  that  of  the  lawyer,  on 
whom  depends  to  so  great  an  extent  the  redressing  of 
the  wronged,  the  maintenance  of  the  rights,  the  secu- 
rities, and  the  estates  of  society ;  —  or  the  physician, 
who  has  so  often  in  his  hands  life  and  death,  with  the 
unspeakable  gratitude  and  joy  of  individuals,  families, 
or  their  equal  desolateness  and  woe; — or  the  teacher, 
who  may  impart  intelligence,  character,  and  life's  fur- 


nishing  to  our  children  ;  —  or  the  merchant,  who  puts 
at  our  hand  earth's  products  and  fabrics  answering  to 
necessity  or  taste,  supplying  so  many  wants,  gratify- 
ing so  many  desires ;  —  or  the  husbandman,  whose 
care  and  toils  load  our  tables,  and  furnish  so  many 
of  those  staples  for  our  physical  comforts ;  —  or  the 
manufacturer,  whose  enterprise  and  capital,  invention 
and  machinery,  have  wrought  so  many  an  article  of 
service  and  of  beauty; — the  mechanic  and  the  artisan, 
whose  skill  and  industry  build,  construct,  and  fashion 
for  us  the  edifice  that  gratifies  our  pride,  or  answers 
to  the  public  wants, — the  houses  in  which  we  dwell, — 
the  vehicles  in  which  we  move,  the  furniture  that 
makes  the  abode  of  men  better  than  the  dwelling- 
place  of  bird  or  beast,  and  the  implements  we 
employ,  with  which  in  his  hands  man  in  his  works 
can  so  surpass  all  the  other  creatures  of  earth,  not 
so  surpassed  without  them.  It  is  highly  interesting 
thus  to  look  upon  the  various  lawful  callings  and 
employments  of  men  ;  —  avocations  all  needed  —  all 
indispensable ; — all,  when  rightly  viewed,  placing  man 
upon  an  essential  and  delightful  equality  with  his 
fellow-man; — all  alike  contributing  to  the  fast  binding 
of  society  together  by  ties  of  mutual  serviceableness, 
honorableness,  and  dependence.  There  is  a  peculiar- 
ity, however,  pertaining  to  the  work  of  the  Christian 
ministry  that  makes  it  stand  out  apart  and  alone  — 
that  gives  it  a  singular  and  special  interest.  This  is 
found  partly  in  the  fact  that  while  every  legitimate 
calling  and  avocation  is  indirectly  an  ordinance  of 
God,  he  has  been  pleased  to  make  the  gospel  ministry 
a  matter  of  immediate  and  particular  appointment, 
directly  and  expressly  revealed ;  and  partly,  also,  in 


the  peculiar  importance  and  solemnity,  the  grandeur 
and  responsibility,  investing  the  appropriate  work  of 
the  ministry.  For  that  work  is  the  making  God  and 
his  commands  known  to  men ;  with  their  own  charac- 
ters, and  their  dangers  and  wants,  as  spiritual  and 
immortal  beings ;  —  the  impressing  upon  them  their 
accountability  to  an  almighty  and  all-holy  God ;  — 
their  obligations  to  be  his  dutiful  and  affectionate 
children  ;  obligations  all  violated  and  neglected  ;  — 
their  need  of  clearance  from  guilt  when  soon  to  stand 
at  the  Almighty's  bar ;  —  their  need  of  holiness  and 
a  perfect  righteousness  that  they  may  dwell  accepted 
and  happy  in  his  presence  for  ever. 

Such  is  the  work  of  the  gospel  minister; — so  great 
and  separate  :  — 

"There  stands  the  messenger  of  truth  ;  there  stands 
The  legate  of  the  skies !     His  theme  divine, 
His  office  sacred,  his  credentials  clear. 
By  him  the  violated  law  speaks  out 
Its  thunders  ;  and  by  him  in. strains  as  sweet 
As  angels  use,  the  gospel  whispers  peace. 
He  'stablishes  the  strong,  restores  the  weak, 
Reclaims  the  wanderer,  hinds  the  broken  heart, 
And,  armed  himself  in  panoply  complete 
Of  heavenly  temper,  furnishes  with  arms 
Bright  as  his  own,  and  trains,  by  every  rule 
Of  holy  discipline,  to  glorious  war, 
The  sacramental  host  of  God's  elect!" 

So  high  and  peculiar  being  the  position  of  the 
Christian  ministry,  it  becomes  a  question  not  only  of 
the  greatest  interest  but  of  the  greatest  importance 
how  best  shall  its  duties  be  performed  ?  It  is  well,  it  is 
necessary,  that  its  exact  province,  its  true  design  and 
aims,  be  understood.  Not  otherwise  will  the  ministry 
ever  address  itself  rightly  to  its  proper  work,  not 
otherwise  will  their  ministrations  be  rightly  received 
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by  those  whose  duty  God  in  his  providence  has  made 
it  to  value  and  improve  them.     The  ministry  them- 
selves are  at  times  in  danger  of  forgetting  the  one 
great  work  about  which  they  are  to  employ  them- 
selves, and  the  people  may  forget  what  they  are  to 
look  for  as  the   one   great   purpose    of  the    pulpit. 
Hence  it  is  useful,  nay,  indispensable,  to  recur  fre- 
quently to   the    authoritative    standard   determining 
the  duty  and  work  of  the  minister.     Going  to  the 
Bible,  our  standard  here  as  in  every  thing  else,  none 
will  object  to  our  taking  the  Apostle  Paul  as  our 
model.     Paul,  the  foremost  and  best  of  all  human 
preachers  ;    endowed  with   every   gift,   natural   and 
acquired ;  having  every  help  and  preparative  prayer 
can  gain  from  the  Holy  Ghost ;  —  Paul,  the  preacher 
of  unsurpassed  eloquence,  of  unwearied  diligence,  of 
unflagging   zeal,  of  angelic   ardor   and   devotion,  of 
success  and  faithfulness  unparalleled ;  of  such  success 
and  faithfulness  as  that  at  the  close  of  his  long  career 
he  could  look  back  over  all  its  work  with  such  glad- 
ness and  gratitude  as  to  break  forth  exultingly  though 
humbly  in  these  words,  the  noblest  and  most  enviable 
any  mortal  ever  uttered  at  the  end  of  life  :  "  I  have 
fought  a  good  fight ;   I  have  finished  my  course ;  1 
have  kept  the  faith  :  henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for 
me  a  crown  of  righteousness  which   the   Lord,  the 
righteous  judge,  shall  give  me  at  that  day;  and  not 
to  me  only,  but  to  all  them  that  love  his  appearing !" 
We  have,  in  the  text  selected  for  this  occasion,  a 
description  by  the  Apostle  himself  of  his  own  course 
and  characteristics  as  a  preacher  of  the  gospel.     This 
description  is  the  more  valuable  because  found  in  this 
Epistle  to  the  Colossians ;  —  a  letter  written  for  the 


express  purpose  of  counteracting  the  influence  of 
certain  preachers  at  Colosse  who  were  teaching  false 
doctrine ;  who  were  preaching  in  such  manner  and 
such  matter  as  that  they  were  ruining  instead  of 
saving  souls  in  that  city,  and  distracting  and  injuring 
instead  of  building  up  the  church  there  gathered 
through,  perhaps  mainly,  the  labors  and  influence  of 
the  Apostle,  and  very  dear  to  his  heart.  So  with 
propriety  and  happily,  (most  happy  if  every  Christian 
minister  could  do  the  same)  the  Apostle  appeals  to 
the  character  of  his  own  ministrations,  and  the  truths 
he  had  taught.  The  text  is  a  part  and  epitome  of 
this  appeal.  Looking  at  it  we  find  that  the  Apostle 
shows  us  in  its  few  brief  words  these  three  important 
things  ;  namely,  first,  the  subject-matter  of  his  preach- 
ing ;  second,  the  style  and  manner  of  his  preaching ; 
and,  third,  the  aim  and  end  of  his  preaching.  Let  us 
briefly  ponder  them. 

"Whom  we  preach,  warning  every  man,  and  teach- 
ing every  man  in  all  wisdom ;  that  we  may  present 
every  man  perfect  in  Christ  Jesus ;  whereunto  I  also 
labor,  striving  according  to  his  working,  which  work- 
eth  in  me  mightily." 

I.  "Whom  we  preach."  This  clause  indicates  the 
subject-matter  of  his  preaching.  The  language  refers 
to  the  last  clause  of  the  preceding  verse,  which  is 
this  remarkable  sentence,  "  Christ  in  you  the  hope 
of  glory  T  Christ,  then,  was  what  the  Apostle 
preached;  —  Christ  the  Messiah;  —  the  one  long 
promised  in  prophecy  from  the  fall  of  our  first  par- 
ents, and  the  pronouncement  of  the  curse  upon  them 
and  the  Serpent,  till  we  hear  Malachi  saying,  "  Unto 
you  that  fear  my  name  shall  the  Sun  of  righteousness 
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arise  with  healing  in  his  wings  f — Christ,  the  glorious 
Son  of  God  ;  - —  Christ,  the  Son  of  man  —  head  of  all 
the  sons  of  men  —  the  only  one  that  hath  worn 
human  nature  on  this  earth  in  its  perfection  and 
without  sin  ;  —  Christ,  who  was  in  the  beginning  with 
God,  and  was  God  ;  without  whom  was  not  any  thing 
made  that  was  made  ;  —  Christ,  who  shared  the  glory 
of  the  Father  before  ever  the  world  was ;  —  Christ, 
who  came  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  is  lost ;  — 
Christ,  who  left  the  throne  and  realms  on  high,  and 
came  down  to  dwell  in  our  abodes  and  our  clay, 
shrouding  for  a  time  his  celestial  and  eternal  glories 
in  that  babe  that  lay  in  Bethlehem's  manger,  and 
that  rested  in  the  Virgin  Mary's  arms ;  in  that  young 
boy  that  marvelously  disputed  with  the  Eabbis  in  the 
Temple,  that  went  down  with  Joseph  and  Mary  to 
Nazareth,  and  was  subject  unto  them,  growing  in 
wisdom  and  stature,  and  in  favor  with  God  and  man ; 
and  in  that  young  man  who  for  three  years  went 
about  doing  good  through  Judea,  Samaria,  and  Gali- 
lee, teaching  and  preaching,  and  healing  all  manner 
of  sickness  and  disease  among  the  people,  and  who 
then  was  crucified  without  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  by 
order  of  the  Roman  Governor  yielding  to  the  clam- 
orous and  cruel  demands  of  an  infuriated  mob  that 
was  instigated  and  led  on  by  Jewish  Scribes  and 
Pharisees ;  —  Christ,  the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh 
away  the  sin  of  the  world  ;  —  Christ,  the  end  of  the 
law  for  righteousness  to  e\erj  one  that  believeth ;  — 
Christ,  the  resurrection  and  the  life ;  —  Christ,  the 
Savior  and  the  Judge  of  men;  —  Christ,  "who  is 
made  of  God  unto  us  wisdom,  and  righteousness,  and 
sanctification,  and  redemption."     It  was  this  Christ  of 
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Old  Testament  prophecy  and  New  Testament  revela- 
tion that  Paul  preached. 

But  observe  how  the  Apostle  speaks  of  him  in  the 
clause  before  us  ;  his  language  is  peculiar ;  it  is 
"  Christ  in  you,"  he  says  to  the  believers  at  Colosse, 
whom  he  preaches.  "  Christ  in  you  f —  a  Christ  re- 
ceived into  mind  and  heart ;  into  the  apprehension 
and  the  affections ;  —  a  Christ  known  and  a  Christ 
loved.  "  Christ  in  you  ;"  —  an  indwelling  Christ ;  liis 
Spirit  admitted,  his  grace  admitted,  his  life  infused 
and  enthroned  over  the  will  and  the  desires,  over 
every  faculty,  energy,  and  endowment.  "  Christ  in 
you;"  —  the  possessing  and  controlling  occupant,  in 
place  of  self,  the  world,  and  sin. 

But  the  words  are  still  farther  modified.  It  is  not 
only  "Christ"  —  not  only  "Christ  in  you"  —  but 
"  Christ  in  you  the  hope  of  glory,"  that  Paul  preached. 
It  was  Christ  as  the  foundation  of  hope  that  Paul 
preached  ;  —  of  hopes  very  high  and  blessed  ;  —  hope 
of  glory  —  of  honor  and  joy,  of  exaltation  and  satis- 
factions celestial  and  everlasting ;  —  hope  of  immor- 
tality—  a  glorious  immortality.  He  preached  Christ 
as  the  only  hope.  He  regarded  men  without  Christ 
as  in  a  condition  altogether  hopeless ;  —  without 
Christ,  Christ  within,  received,  welcomed,  leaned  and 
lived  upon,  and  loved  —  without  Christ,  without  hope ; 
— doomed  to  utter  and  endless  despair.  He  did  not 
preach  individual  goodness,  whatever  it  might  be,  as 
a  foundation  for  any  hope  of  heaven.  He  did  not 
preach  mere  morality,  morality 

— "  Unattired  in  that  becoming  vest 
Religion  weaves  for  her,  and  half  undressed," 

as    furnishing    any   hope   of    glory.      He  preached 
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nothing  as  the  basis  of  such  hope  except  Christ ;  — 
Christ  within  —  an  actual  presence,  a  living  power  in 
the  soul ;  —  a  confidence,  a  dependence,  a  joy,  a 
source  of  grace  and  life  to  the  soul.  It  was  the 
Christ  who  was  called  "  Jesus,  because  he  shall  save 
his  people  from  their  sins" ;  —  the  Christ  that  said  if 
any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himself, 
and  take  up  his  cross  and  follow  me ;  come  unto  me, 
all*  ye  that  are  weary  and  heavy-laden,  and  I  will 
give  you  rest ;  him  that  cometh  to  me  I  will  in  no 
wise  cast  out ;  he  that  believeth  on  me,  though  he 
were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live  ;  and  he  that  liveth  and 
believeth  in  me  shall  never  die  ; — this  was  the  Christ 
that  Paul  preached  as  the  hope  of  glory ;  —  the  only 
hope  for  sinners,  guilty,  hell-deserving,  helpless,  per- 
ishing. But  to  these  lost  ones  he  preached  a  hope  of 
glory  —  showed  glory  possible  —  showed  how  it  was 
to  be  won.  Oh,  how  exalted,  how  blessed,  such 
preaching  as  that!  "The  hope  of  glory!"  Honors 
high  and  everlasting  !  Joys  unmingled  and  immor- 
tal! Life  perfect  and  eternal !  A  crown! — a  throne! 
— heavenly  glory!  He  preached  of  heaven — heaven, 
the  proffered  and  possible  inheritance  of  the  soul  1 
He  spoke  of  the  palaces  and  mansions  of  the  golden- 
streeted  city !  He  pointed  to  those  celestial  walls 
whose  foundations  were  precious  stones,  and  whose 
towers  and  battlements  gleamed  with  the  glory  of 
God !  He  opened  in  his  preaching  those  pearly 
gates,  and  bade  his  enraptured  hearers  look  within 
upon  the  felicities  and  treasures  garnered  there,  bid- 
ding them  enter  and  possess  them  all ;  and  he  showed 
to  them  the  way ;  — "  Christ  in  you  the  hope  of 
glory;" — Christ  welcomed,  relied  upon,  and  his  image 
by  his  Spirit  formed  within. 
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II.  But  let  us  hasten  to  consider  the  second  par- 
ticular revealed  by  the  text  concerning  the  Apostle's 
preaching :  namely,  the  style  and  manner  of  it.  This 
is  disclosed  as  he  tells  how  he  preached ;  "  warning 
every  man,  and  teaching  every  man  in  all  wisdom : 
whereunto  I  also  labor,  striving  according  to  his 
working,  which  worketh  in  me  mightily."  "Warning 
every  man."  Paul's  voice  was  often  a  warning  voice. 
There  are  warnings  in  the  gospel.  However  some 
may  endeavor  to  obliterate  or  obscure  them,  there 
are  many  most  solemn  and  startling  things  affirmed. 
Though  there  be  those  calling  themselves  preachers 
of  the  gospel  who  preach  only  smooth  things,  crying 
peace,  peace,  yet  there  is  no  peace  to  the  wicked. 
The  gospel  is :  "  He  that  belie veth,  and  is  baptized, 
shall  be  saved,  and  he  that  believeth  not  shall  be 
damned."  "  Repent,  or  ye  shall  all  perish !"  "  Then 
shall  the  King  say  to  them  on  his  right  hand,  Come, 
ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  pre- 
pared for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world  : 
then  shall  he  say  also  unto  them  on  the  left  hand, 
Depart  from  me,  ye  cursed,  into  everlasting  fire,  pre- 
pared for  the  devil  and  his  angels !  And  these  shall 
go  away  into  everlasting  punishment,  but  the  right- 
eous into  life  eternal."  So  solemnly  and  startlingly 
the  Savior  himself  was  wont  to  speak,  and  his  faith- 
ful ministering  servants  can  do  no  less.  Men  need 
warning.  They  must  have  it.  They  will  not  other- 
wise awake  from  their  spiritual  stupidity,  apathy,  and 
torpor,  which  bind  the  natural  heart  in  fatal  slumbers. 
They  need  warning.  Otherwise  they  never  will 
arouse  and  exert  themselves  to  flee  from  the  wrath 
to  come,  and  lay  hold  on  eternal  life.     They  need  to 
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be  warned  ;  —  warned  of  the  gnilt  and  ill-desert  of 
sin  —  of  the  guilt  and  peril  of  their  own  souls  ; — of 
their  own  lost  estate  ;  —  of  the  danger  of  delay  in 
repentance,  and  believing  on  Christ ;  —  of  the  fearful 
risk  they  are  running  of  being  for  ever  banished 
from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  the  glory  of  his 
power.  Men  must  have  warning,  or  they  will  be  lost. 
Ci  Warning  every  man  and  teaching  every  man  ;"  — 
"  teaching  every  man."  Men  must  be  taught  the  way 
of  life.  They  are  exceedingly  ignorant  in  regard  to 
divine  things.  They  need  to  be  instructed  in  regard 
to  their  spiritual  condition  ;  —  their  sin  and  guilt  and 
ill-desert.  They  need  to  be  instructed  in  regard  to 
the  character  of  God,  holy  and  righteous  as  he  is 
good  and  merciful ;  —  a  God  forgiving  iniquity,  trans- 
gression, and  sin,  but  who  will  by  no  means  clear  the 
guilty,  impenitent,  and  unbelieving.  They  need  to 
be  instructed  in  regard  to  the  claims  and  sanctions  of 
his  righteous  law;  —  how  nothing  less  than  perfect 
obedience  is  justly  demanded,  while  the  soul  that 
sinneth  it  shall  die,  and  this  be  perfectly,  only  just 
and  right.  They  need  to  be  instructed  concerning 
repentance  and  faith.  They  need  to  be  instructed  in 
regard  to  the  way  in  which  they  may  find  help  in 
their  incapacity  to  save  themselves.  There  is  no 
point  or  doctrine  of  religious  truth  concerning  which 
they  do  not  need  light  thrown  upon  it  —  need  in- 
struction ;  so  dark  and  uninformed  is  the  unconverted 
mind.  The  pride  of  the  unrenewed  heart  may  rebel 
against  this  and  deny  it,  and  refuse  to  own  its  igno- 
rance ;  but  the  very  first  thing  the  soul  awakened  by 
God's  Spirit  does,  no  matter  who  that  awakened  one 
may  be,  no  matter  of  what  talents  and  attainments 


13 

possessed,  the  very  first  thing  with  that  soul  is  to  feel 
and  own  itself  a  perfect  child,  knowing  nothing,  and 
earnestly  inquiring,  "  Oh,  tell  me,  tell  me,  what  must 
I  do  to  be  saved  !" 

"  Warning  and  teaching  every  man  ;"  —  "  every 
man;" — all,  without  exception,  needing  warning  and 
instruction.  "Everv  man  ;"  —  wherever  or  however 
he  could  arrest  the  attention  of  any  one,  he  sought  to 
do  it,  and  to  save  that  soul.  Men  were  all  around 
him ;  he  moved  constantly  among  them  ;  and  all  he 
sought  to  influence  for  their  salvation  —  to  make  them 
acquainted  with  Christ ;  —  Christ,  who  in  the  soul  is 
the  hope  of  glory.  "  Every  man;" — he  despised  none. 
One  soul  was  in  his  sight  just  as  precious  as  another ; 
—  as  they  are  in  God's  sight. 

"  Warning  every  man  and  teaching  every  man  in 
all  wisdom ;"  —  "  in  all  wisdom  ;"  —  truly,  rightly,  and 
skilfully ;  —  with  discernment ;  —  apprehending  indi- 
vidual  character  and  peculiarities,  and  carefully  ob- 
servant of  time,  propriety,  place,  and  opportunity. 

"Whereunto  I  also  labor,"  he  adds,  a  striving  ac- 
cording to  his  working,  which  worketh  in  me  might- 
ily." There  observe  the  Apostle's  diligence,  zeal,  and 
earnestness  in  his  work.  He  made  his  post  no  sine- 
cure. Ease  and  rest  he  never  knew.  He  gave  himself 
no  respite.  The  worth  and  peril  of  souls  were  ever 
before  him ;  —  the  myriads  going  down  to  death  eter- 
nal who  might  have  Christ  formed  within  them  the 
hope  of  glory,  oh,  he  could  not  forget  them  for  an 
hour  —  he  could  not  give  over  working  for  them  for 
a  day !  He  craved  a  hundred  lives  in  one,  for  such  a 
work.  His  earnestness^  and  energy  almost  gave  him 
what  he  craved ;  he  had  more  than  a  hundred  lives 
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in  one — of  ordinary  men.  "Whereunto  I  also  labor, 
striving  according  to  his  working  which  worketh  in 
me  mightily."  "  Striving  according  to  his  working." 
There  see  not  only  the  Apostle's  zeal  and  earnestness, 
but  his  humble  and  hearty  dependence  upon  Christ ; 
his  acknowledgment  of  him  as  the  source  of  all  his 
strength,  and  any  efficiency  he  might  have  in  the 
work  of  the  ministry.  So  it  ever  is ;  the  gospel 
minister  can  have  his  ardor  and  vigor  kept  alive  and 
most  efficient  for  his  work  only  as  Christ  worketh  in 
him  mightily.  He  has  ten  thousand  obstacles  and 
opponents  in  his  work  —  some  within  himself  and 
some  without.  Of  himself,  he  might  well  be  dis- 
couraged ;  he  could  do  nothing ;  he  would  certainly 
be  overcome.  But  he  has  an  infinite  helper; — Christ, 
if  his  trust  and  resort  be  what  they  should  be,  Christ 
worketh  in  him  mightily.  As  that  Lybian  king  of 
ancient  story,  who,  in  his  wrestling  and  conflict  with 
Hercules,  received  new  strength  every  time  he  touched 
the  earth,  so  truly  the  gospel  minister  is  strong,  invin- 
cibly strong,  with  his  feet  planted  on  the  Rock  of 
Ages  ;  —  however  buffeted,  opposed,  worn,  disheart- 
ened, his  strength  is  renewed  every  time,  whenever 
he  comes  in  contact  anew  with  his  Savior.  Paul 
revealed  the  secret  of  his  great  effectiveness  and 
success  as  a  gospel  minister,  when  he  said,  "  I  labor, 
striving  according  to  his  working  which  worketh  in 
me  mightily. 

III.  There  is  one  other  particular  to  be  noticed  in  • 
the  Apostle's  preaching  ;    it  is  the   end   and  object 
of  it ;  —  he  affirms  it  in  the  text,  as  you  see,  to  be 
this,  "  that  I  may  present  every  man  perfect  in  Christ 
Jesus." 
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The  Apostle's  view  was  never  limited  to  the  petty 
things  of  time,  and  the  fleeting  hour  of  man's  brief 
stay  on  earth.  Oh  no,  he  always  looked  far  beyond 
these  present  things,  and  forward  into  the  future  and 
eternal  worlds.  He  never  forgot  man's  hereafter  des- 
tiny. He  realized  ever  the  solemn  time  when  that 
destiny  was  to  be  decided  irrevocably,  and  the  endless 
awards  assigned.  He  ever  saw  man  standing  amid 
the  awful  scenes  of  the  judgment-day,  and  awaiting 
at  the  bar  of  God,  from  Christ  his  Judge,  his  acquittal 
or  his  doom.  Oh,  he  could  not  bear  to  have  any  man 
go  thither  unprepared,  to  be  unfriended  then  —  with 
all  the  pollution  of  his  sin  and  the  whole  burden  of 
his  guilt  upon  him.  To  prevent  this  —  a  position  at 
that  bar  so  hopeless  and  awful  —  he  pleaded  and 
preached  and  labored  and  strove  with  such  burning, 
untiring  zeal.  He  knew  there  was  one  way  in  which 
men  might  safely  appear  at  the  bar  of  God,  and  only 
one;  that  it  was  by  Christ's  becoming  formed  within 
them,  now  and  here,  the  hope  of  glory.  So  deepest 
love  for  the  souls  of  men,  all-absorbing  desires  for 
their  final  deliverance  and  ultimate  and  everlasting 
salvation,  animated  and  inspired  him  in  his  work. 
That  men  might  hear  from  Christ  at  last,  "  Come,  ye 
blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared 
for  you  from  before  the  foundation  of  the  world," 
and  be  spared  from  that  soul-confounding  voice, 
"Depart,  ye  cursed,  into  everlasting  fire,  prepared 
for  the  devil  and  his  angels"  —  this  was  the  purpose 
of  his  preaching.  "  Christ  in  you  the  hope  of  glory ; 
whom  we  preach,  warning  every  man  and  teaching 
every  man  in  all  wisdom,  that,  we  may  present  every 
man  perfect  in  Christ  Jesus :  whereunto  I  also  labor, 
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striving-  according  to  his  working  which  worketh  in 
me  mightily." 

Thus  do  we  find  Paul  describing  his  own  preaching. 
We  may  see  the  truthfulness  of  the  description  if  we 
will  go  and  listen  to  him  on  some  of  those  occasions 
recorded  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles. 

Look  at  him,  hear  him,  the  very  first  time  he 
opened  his  lips  as  a  gospel-preacher.  He  is  in  that  fine 
old  Syrian  city — oldest  of  the  world — Damascus; — 
his  errand  thither  very  different  from  the  one  he  is  now 
accomplishing.  He  left  Jerusalem  the  proud  and  per- 
secuting Saul.  But  that  appearance  and  voice  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  by  the  way,  that  proclamation  to  him  of 
the  grace  and  pardon  of  the  gospel  by  Ananias  who 
miraculously  restores  his  sight,  accompanied  by  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  have  converted  him  to  the 
faith  he  had  once  despised  and  aimed  to  destroy. 
And  now  he  has  become  what  the  Lord  Jesus  re- 
vealed in  that  vision  to  Ananias  respecting  him  —  "a 
chosen  vessel  unto  me  to  bear  my  name  before  the 
Gentiles  and  kings  and  the  children  of  Israel ;" — and 
nothing  else  but  that  name,  and  salvation  through 
that  name,  did  he  make  known  with  unfailing  con- 
stancy and  ardor  till  the  day  of  his  death.  He  begins 
without  one  day's  delay,  there  in  the  midst  of  that 
proud  city  filled  with  contemning  Pagans  and  oppos- 
ing Jews.  "And  straightway  he  preached  Christ  in 
the  synagogues,  that  he  is  the  Son  of  God.  But  all 
that  heard  him  were  amazed,  and  said  :  Is  not  this  he 
that  destroyed  them  which  called  on  this  name  in 
Jerusalem,  and  came  hither  for  that  intent,  that  he 
might  bring  them  bound  unto  the  chief  priests  ?  But 
Saul  increased  the  more  in  strength,  and  confounded 
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the  Jews  which  dwelt  at  Damascus,  proving  that  this 
is  very  Christ." 

Soon,  driven  to  save  his  life  from  Damascus,  he 
goes  to  Jerusalem,  where  he  had  been  known  as  the 
proud,  gifted  young  Pharisee,  straitest  of  the  sect ; 
and,  above  all  others,  the  bitter  hater  and  persecutor 
of  all  believing  in  Christ.  But  this  before  hated  and 
despised  name  he  at  once  and  eagerly  there  proclaims 
as  the  only  name  given  under  heaven  among  men, 
whereby  we  must  be  saved.  "And  he  spake  boldly 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  disputed  against 
the  Grecians  :  but  they  went  about  to  slay  him." 

The  next  we  hear  of  him,  he  is  spending  a  year 
with  Barnabas  at  Antioch,  where  the  heathen  inhabit- 
ants of  the  city  hear  such  singularly  constant  and 
earnest  proclamation  of  the  name  of  Christ  that  "  the 
disciples  were  called  Christians  first  in  Antioch." 

And  soon  we  find  him  in  another  Antioch  —  the 
city  of  Antioch  in  Pisidia.  And  here  he  enters  into 
the  synagogue  of  the  Jews  on  the  Sabbath  day. 
After  the  reading  of  the  law  and  the  prophets,  he 
rises  and  commences  a  discourse,  going  back  to  the 
ancient  history  of  their  nation,  and  God's  early  prom- 
ises of  a  Messiah.  He  proves  that  in  Jesus  of  Naza- 
reth those  prophecies  and  promises  are  fulfilled.  "  Of 
the  seed  of  David  hath  God,  according  to  his  promise, 
raised  unto  Israel  a  Saviour,  Jesus."  And  then  he 
goes  on,  kindling  with  the  theme  that  always  set  his 
soul  on  fire,  in  commanding  eloquence  and  power, 
warning  every  man  and  teaching  every  man  concern- 
ing the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  Hear  him,  as  he 
concludes  his  discourse  :  "Be  it  known  unto  you, 
therefore,  men  and  brethren,  that  through  this  man  is 
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preached  unto  you  the  forgiveness  of  sins ;  and  by 
him  all  that  believe  are  justified  from  all  things,  from 
which  they  could  not  be  justified  by  the  law  of  Moses. 
Beware,  therefore,  lest  that  come  upon  you,  which  is 
spoken  of  in  the  prophets ;  behold,  ye  despisers,  and 
wonder  and  perish ;  for  I  work  a  work  in  your  days, 
a  work  which  ye  shall  in  no  wise  believe  though  a 
man  declare  it  unto  you."  His  preaching  was  indeed 
a  "warning  and  teaching  every  man  in  all  wisdom, 
that  he  might  present  every  man  perfect  in  Christ 
Jesus,"  if  they  would  but  be  persuaded  to  be  saved 
through  him. 

Hear  him  again.  He  has  journeyed  to  Philippi, 
the  populous  and  principal  city  of  Macedonia.  His 
sermon  is  in  the  city  prison  ;  —  he  is  preaching  there 
at  midnight ;  - —  always  loving  and  always  ready  to  pro- 
claim his  Master's  name.  The  jailer,  alarmed  at  the 
earthquake  and  the  opening  prison-doors,  convinced 
of  the  high  character  of  those  prisoners  who  had 
been  praying  and  singing  praises  unto  God  even 
into  the  middle  watch  of  the  night,  and  convinced 
of  his  need  of  hearing  the  truth  from  their  mouth, 
il  called  for  a  light,  and  sprang  into  their  cell,  and 
came  trembling,  and  fell  down  before  Paul  and  Silas ; 
and  brought  them  out  and  said,  Sirs,  what  must  I  do 
to  be  saved  ?  And  they  said,  Believe  on  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  thou  shalt  be  saved,  and  thy  house. 
And  they  spake  unto  him  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
[Jesus]  and  to  all  that  were  in  his  house."  Every 
where,  to  all  audiences,  Jesus  was  his  theme ;  present- 
ing it  always  as  though  he  knew  there  was  salvation 
in  it,  and  men  must  welcome  it  or  be  lost. 
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And  hear  him  shortly  after  among  the  haughty 
intellects  of  Athens,  as  there  in  that  city  of  learning 
and  philosophy,  before  the  audience  of  Epicureans 
and  Stoics,  he  goes  on  with  consummate  skill  from 
the  truths  of  natural  religion  allowed  by  all,  and 
taking  advantage  of  those  felt  spiritual  wants  con- 
ceded by  every  intelligent  heathen,  and  as  indicated 
by  that  tombstone  inscription,  aiding  himself  too  by 
quotations  from '  their  own  gifted  and  favorite  poets, 
familiar  to  him  as  to  them,  he  leads  on  —  to  what  ? 
Why,  to  what  he  always  directed  his  influence  and 
discourse  —  to  Jesus  and  the  resurrection,  judgment 
and  immortality,  and  to  future  blessedness  and  safety 
as  found  alone  in  Christ. 

See  how  it  was  shortly  after,  as  the  Apostle 
visits  Ephesus,  that  superstitious  and  idolatrous  city 
— seat  of  Diana's  magnificent  temple,  wonder  of  the 
world,  and  center  of  the  pomp  and  rites  of  her 
worship :  the  record  is,  that  ere  long  "  fear  came 
upon  all,  and  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  was 
magnified!"  " Magnified"  as  the  one  and  glorious 
Savior — "magnified"  as  it  ever  was  where  Paul  went, 
by  his  ardent,  faithful  preaching.  And  mark  what  a 
testimony  he  himself  could  bear  to  these  character- 
istics of  his  preaching,  as  at  Miletus  he  bids  farewell 
to  the  elders  of  the  church  of  Ephesus :  "  Ye  know; 
from  the  first  day  that  I  came  into  Asia,  after  what 
manner  I  have  been  writh  you  at  all  seasons,  serving 
the  Lord  with  all  humility  of  mind,  and  many  tears, 
and  temptations,  which  befell  me  by  the  lying  in  wTait 
of  the  Jews ;  and  how  I  kept  back  nothing  that  was 
profitable  unto  you,  but  have  showed  you,  and  have 
taught  you  publicly,  and  from  house  to  house,  testify- 
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ing  both  to  the  Jews,  and  also  to  the  Greeks,  repent- 
ance toward  God,  and  faith  toward  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  And  now  behold  I  go  bound  in  the  spirit 
unto  Jerusalem,  not  knowing  the  things  which  shall 
befall  me  there ;  save  that  the  Holy  Ghost  witnesseth 
in  every  city,  saying  that  bonds  and  afflictions  abide 
me.  But  none  of  these  things  move  me,  neither 
count  I  my  life  dear  unto  myself,  so  that  I  might 
finish  my  course  with  joy,  and  the  ministry  which  I 
have  received  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  to  testify  the  gospel 
of  the  grace  of  God."  And  so  he  continues  through 
the  whole  of  that  touching  address  —  the  whole  of  it 
a  remarkable  testimony  to  the  singleness  and  soul- 
devotedness  of  his  preaching  Christ. 

Hear  him  before  Felix  in  Herod's  judgment-hall  at 
Cesarea,  and  you  see  how  faithfully  and  effectively  he 
preached  the  gospel  of  Christ,  "warning  every  man 
and  teaching  every  man." 

Hear  that  testimony  from  the  lips  of  Festus  to  his 
ardor  and  earnestness  in  proclaiming  Jesus,  as  he  was 
showing  how  "that  Christ  should  suffer,  and  that  he 
should  be  the  first  that  should  rise  from  the  dead,  and 
should  show  light  unto  the  people,  and  to  the  Gen- 
tiles ;"  hear  Festus'  testimony  to  the  Apostle's  wrapt 
and  overpowering  earnestness,  as  he  bursts  forth, 
"  Paul,  thou  art  beside  thyself ;  much  learning  doth 
make  thee  mad  !"  Witness  what  a  testimony  that  is 
to  the  powerful  and  persuasive  eloquence  of  his 
faithful  preaching,  when  there  before  Agrippa  and 
Bernice  he  extorts  from  that  proud  and  sin-bestridden 
monarch  the  marvelous  confession,  "  Almost  thou  per- 
suadest  me  to  be  a  Christian !" 

Such  was  his  complete  devotion  and  utter  absorp- 
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tion  of  self  in  his  work  of  "  warning  every  man  and 
teaching  every  man,  that  he  might  present  every 
man  perfect  in  Christ  Jesus,"  that  he  could  ever  thus 
appeal  to  Heaven  with  regard  to  his  feelings  toward 
his  fellow-countrymen  :  "  I  say  the  truth  in  Christ,  I 
lie  not,  my  conscience  also  bearing  me  witness  in  the 
Holy  Ghost,  that  I  have  great  heaviness  and  continual 
sorrow  in  my  heart :  for  I  could  wish  that  myself 
were  accursed  from  Christ  for  my  brethren,  my  kins- 
men according  to  the  flesh  :  my  heart's  desire  and 
prayer  to  God  for  Israel  is  that  they  might  be 
saved  ;"  —  and  such  his  devotedness  to  the  one  work 
of  his  life,  urging  men  to  Christ,  that  he  could  simi- 
larly thus  express  himself  not  only  with  regard  to  his 
fellow-countrymen,  but  with  regard  to  his  fellow-men : 
u  I  have  made  myself  the  servant  of  all,  that  I  might 
gain  the  more :  unto  the  Jews  I  became  as  a  Jew 
that  I  might  gain  the  Jews ;  to  them  that  are  under 
the  law,  as  under  the  law,  that  I  might  gain  them 
that  are  under  the  law;  to  them  that  are  without 
law,  as  without  law,  (being  not  without  law  to  God, 
but  under  the  law  to  Christ,)  that  I  might  gain  them 
that  are  without  law :  to  the  weak  became  I  as 
weak,  that  I  might  gain  the  weak ;  I  am  made  all 
things  to  all  men,  that  I  might  by  all  means  save 
some."  By  argument,  by  illustration,  by  sympathy, 
kindness,  entreaty,  condescension,  by  every  variety  of 
style  and  just  art  of  the  orator,  Paul  in  his  preaching 
would  exert  his  every  faculty  and  gift  to  the  utmost, 
if  he  might  but  win  to  Christ;  —  whether  now  his 
eloquence  was  bold  and  startling,  like  the  bluffs  and 
rugged  cliffs  behind  the  city,  to  the  Christians  in 
which  he  was  writing  as  he  penned  the  text,  to  which 
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we  might  compare  that  confounding  discourse  of  his 
before  Felix  ;  or  whether,  again,  it  was  like  the 
charming  stream  upon  which  Colosse  was  situated, 
the  Meander,  that  coursed  its  way  by  those  singular 
and  beautiful  windings  —  "  meandering  s" — through  the 
Phrygian  plains,  till  at  last  in  full  and  rapid  tide  it 
reached  its  destination  as  it  poured  strongly  and 
broadly  into  the  iEgean,  to  which  we  might  compare 
those  discourses  at  Jerusalem,  Antioch,  and  before 
Agrippa  ;  or,  again,  like  that  other  remarkable  stream 
in  the  neighborhood,  the  Lycus,  the  wonder  of  Asia 
Minor,  which,  after  coursing  from  its  distant  fountain- 
head  for  many  miles,  suddenly  disappeared,  and,  run- 
ning for  a  while  beneath  the  ground  entirely  hidden, 
again  broke  forth  a  little  way  from  Colosse,  and  emp- 
tied itself  into  the  Meander  below  the  city,  like  this 
at  times,  to  which  we  might  compare  that  discourse 
before  the  philosophers  at  Athens,  taking  them  so 
unawares,  and  reaching  their  consciences  by  method 
so  unexpected  ;  —  he  used  every  noble  art  and  mode, 
every  just  means,  that  he  might  gain  the  more  ;  — 
all  things  to  all  men  that  he  might  by  all  means 
gain  some. 

And  now,  my  hearers,  we  have  seen  the  theme  of 
the  Apostle's  preaching  ;  —  which  was  no  topic  or 
topics  of  mere  ephemeral  interest,  mere  temporal 
importance,  but  the  soul,  and  immortality  and  ever- 
lasting glory  found  by  the  soul  believing  in  the 
Savior;  —  "Christ  in  you  the  hope  of  glory,"  was  his 
theme  :  —  we  have  seen  the  manner  of  his  preaching, 
wise,  skillful,  fervid,  and  faithful  beyond  a  parallel ;  — 
"whom  we  preach,  warning  every  man  and  teaching 
every  man  in  all  wisdom ;  and  whereunto  I  also  labor, 
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striving  according  to  his  working  that  worketh  in  me 
mightily:"  —  we  have  seen  the  object  and  aim  of  his 
preaching;— not  self,  not  personal  ambition,  applause, 
aggrandizement,  or  fame  ;  but  simply  and  always  the 
salvation  of  souls,  that  men  might  be  acquitted  at 
God's  bar,  escape  eternal  condemnation,  and  secure 
celestial  bliss  —  immortal  blessedness  ;  —  "  that  we 
may  present  every  man  perfect  in  Christ  Jesus."  It 
only  remains  to  apply  our  subject,  as  we  utter  two 
reflections. 

And,  first,  1  remark,  we  see  what  true,  gospel 
preaching  is ; — what  must  be  the  theme,  and  manner, 
and  purpose  of  that  preaching  which  God  will  bless. 

Preaching  is  not  some  fine-spun  argument,  display- 
ing the  reasoning  acuteness  of  the  speaker ;  it  is  no 
fancies  or  theories  or  philosophies  of  men ;  it  is  not 
pleasing  rhetoric,  it  is  not  mere  intellectual  or  even 
moral  disquisition  \  —  it  is  the  best  utterance  and 
enforcing  of  the  gospel  message ;  —  it  is  the  persua- 
sive, plain,  faithful,  affectionate,  earnest  addressing 
men  as  sinful,  dying  creatures,  with  immortal  souls, 
hastening  to  their  account  and  eternal  awards,  who 
can  only  be  pardoned,  sanctified,  and  saved  through 
the  merits  and  grace  of  an  atoning,  interceding  Savior. 

Gh,  if  such  of  us  as  are  called  to  preach  the  gospel 
could  but  drink  in  more  of  the  spirit  of  the  true 
preacher,  such  as  Paul  was ;  —  if  Christ  was  in  us 
more  consciously  and  blessedly  and  controlling!/  "  the 
hope  of  glory"  —  if  we  preached  from  a  more  living 
and  powerful  experience  of  this  within  our  own  souls, 
so  best  knowing  what  others  need  and  might  possess, 
preaching  Christ,  Christ  in  the  heart,  the  hope,  the 
promise,  the  beginning  of  glory,  so  a  warning  every 
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man  and  teaching  every  man  in  all  wisdom,  that  we 
might  present  every  man  perfect  in  Christ  Jesus  ; 
thereunto  also  laboring,  striving  according  to  his 
working,  working  in  us  mightily/'  then  might  we 
expect  to  see,  then  should  we  see  far,  far  larger, 
better  results  in  our  ministerial  work  ;  this  work  so 
blessed, 

"  Which  might  fill  an  angel's  heart, 
And  filled  a  Savior's  hands  !" 

Neal,  in  his  "  History  of  the  Puritans,"  gives  a  brief 
account  of  the  burning  of  the  Rev.  John  Lambert,  a 
Puritan  divine  of  eminent  abilities  and  piety,  who, 
for  his  staunch  adherence  to  those  Protestant  prin- 
ciples which  are  alike  our  glory  and  our  treasure, 
suffered  martyrdom  in  the  last  days  of  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  VIII.,  when  that  monarch,  so  opprobri- 
ously  associated  with  the  Reformation,  had  become  as 
bigoted,  cruel,  persecuting,  and  papistical  nearly  as 
the  Pope  himself.  It  is  said  that  the  noble  martyr, 
when  the  flames  wrapped  around  him  at  the  stake, 
lifted  up  his  burning  hands  above  the  fagots,  as 
though  he  would  once  more  plead  as  a  gospel 
preacher  with  the  souls  before  him,  and  all  the 
words  he  cared  to  utter,  ere  his  crisping  tongue 
ceased  its  office,  were  simply  these  :  "  None  but 
Christ !  None  but  Christ ! "  Oh,  if  every  Christian 
preacher,  with  soul  on  fire,  could  lift  his  hands  in 
earnest  pleading  before  those  who  hear  him,  feeling 
that  none  but  Christ,  none  but  Christ,  could  save 
their  souls,  and  that  hence  he  would,  he  could,  preach 
only  Christ,  only  Christ,  like  Paul  "determined  to 
know  nothing  else  but  Christ  and  him  crucified," 
then  would  the  efforts  of  the  Christian  ministry  all 
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be  crowned  with  such  success  as  honored  an  Apostle's 
labors. 

2.  I  remark  again,  and  more  particularly  to  the 
members  of  this  congregation,  you  see  what  you  are 
to  desire  and  pray  that  your  minister  may  be,  as  he 
addresses  you  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath  :  not  one 
simply  to  please  the  fancy,  and  please  the  taste,  to 
delight  you  with  literary  effort,  to  exercise  gratify- 
ingly  your  intellectual  faculties,  to  be  in  advance  of 
the  newspapers  in  the  discussion  of  all  the  topics  of 
the  day,  but  one  that  shall  preach  Christ  to  you  ;  — 
"Christ  in  you  the  hope  of  glory;" — Christ,  and  the 
way  of  life  through  him ;  —  that  life  on  earth  which 
shall  be  like  his,  and  that  life  which  shall  lead  to  his 
in  heaven. 

A  few  years  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  spending  a 
day  with  an  esteemed  clergyman,  a  pastor  in  one  of 
the  hill  towns  situated  among  the  mountains  of  that 
more  eastern  range  running  parallel  with  these  which 
night  and  day,  in  ceaseless  sentinelship,  overlook  your 
own  broad  valley.  In  the  course  of  the  day  we 
ascended  one  of  the  highest  hills  within  the  precincts 
of  the  town,  to  enjoy  the  prospect  from  its  summit. 
I  learned  that  the  first  church  edifice  of  the  town 
was  erected  there ;  and  far  more  was  I  interested  in 
the  site  where  once  stood  that  old  church,  and  the 
ruins  in  part  still  evident  of  the  parsonage  near  by, 
than  in  all  the  grand  and  commanding  views  and 
scenery  around.  A  strange  spot,  we  should  say  in 
these  modern  days,  for  the  location  of  a  church.  But 
in  some  respects  it  was  not  ill  chosen.  That  sacred 
edifice,  how  plainly  was  it  seen  far  and  near.  The 
farmer  saw  it  in  his  field,  the   housewife  from  her 
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windows,  the  merchant  from  his  store,  the  mechanic 
from  his  shop,  the  traveler  on  the  highway.  It  was 
visible  every  where  by  every  body;  —  and  I  ween 
that  the  silent  influence  of  that  lonely  church  on  the 
mountain  top,  and  of  the  pastor's  home  near  by,  was 
not  slight.  They 'continually  repeated  each  day  and 
hour  of  the  week  the  Sabbath's  counsels  and  minis- 
trations. 

And  now,  if  you  shall  find  in  your  new  pastor's 
discourses  and  ministrations  "  Christ  in  you  the  hope 
of  glory"  made  just  so  prominent  and  conspicuous, 
always  seen,  every  wheTe  seen,  by  every  one  seen, 
then  sustain  him,  second  him,  listen  to  him,  love 
him ;  —  let  him  lead  you,  for  he  will,  into  the  green 
pastures  and  by  the  still  waters  of  salvation  ;  —  bless 
God  daily  in  the  closet  and  at  the  family  altar,  in  all 
your  dwellings,  that  He  has  sent  you  such  a  gift ;  — 
prize  and  improve  it  as  you  should. 

I  remember  that  in  the  time  of  our  American 
Revolution  this  then  frontier  town  of  Manchester 
occupied  at  one  period  a  position  of  no  little  promi- 
nence and  distinction.  Here  was  the  rendezvous  of 
the  patriots  of  Vermont,  and  of  those  other  patriot 
forces  from  neighboring  States,  under  the  several 
commands  of  Gen.  Stark  and  Col.  Warner  of  New- 
Hampshire,  and  Gen.  Lincoln  of  Massachusetts.  There 
were  few  places,  I  believe,  throughout  New-England 
where,  during  the  Revolutionary  struggle,  so  large  an 
amount  of  the  patriot  strength  was  concentrated  at 
any  one  time  as  in  this  place,  at  the  period  alluded 
to  ;  all  animated  to  the  utmost  by  the  single  senti- 
ment of  patriotic  enthusiasm  and  devotion ;  every 
thing  else  merged  in  the  one  thought  of  liberty ;  all 
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ready  for  every  effort  and  any  sacrifice  for  the  one 
great  end  of  American  Independence.  And  then  it 
was  that  from  here  those  famous  movements  were 
made  in  the  direction  of  Bennington  and  of  Lake 
George,  introductory  to  the  great  achievement  at 
Saratoga.  My  brethren,  if  you,  and  he  whom  you 
receive  this  day  as  your  pastor,  shall  together  be 
animated  by  one  and  the  same  spirit  of  enthusiastic 
whole-hearted  devotion  to  Christ  and  the  single  stand- 
ard of  the  Cross,  you  shall  go  forth  to  grander  victories 
than  any  ever  won  on  fields  of  earthly  carnage  and 
blood,  and  to  honors  and  glory  which  shall  last  when 
the  record  of  all  earthly  fame  shall  have  been  blotted 
out  forever. 

And  now,  my  dear  hearers,  as  God's  ambassador 
to  you,  let  me  earnestly  inquire  of  each  of  you,  Is 
"  Christ  in  you  the  hope  of  glory !"  Will  you  be 
one  that  shall  be  presented  perfect  in  Christ  Jesus 
in  the  great  day?  That  day  approaches.  Oh,  con- 
template its  awful  scenes  and  solemn  issues!  How 
will  it  be  with  you  when  the  elements  shall  be  dis- 
solving, and  the  heavens  passing  away ;  —  when  these 
high  hills  and  lofty  mountains  shall  melt  with  fervent 
heat,  and  these  valleys  shall  be  filled  with  their  fiery 
and  flowing  summits  ;  —  when  the  earth  and  the 
works  that  are  therein  shall  be  burned  up  ?  Will 
you  be  of  those  who  shall  call  upon  the  mountains 
and  the  rocks,  saying,  Fall  on  us,  and  hide  us  from 
the  face  of  Him  that  sitteth  on  the  throne,  and  from 
the  wrath  of  the  Lamb  ?  —  or  will  you  then  lift  up 
your  head  with  joy,  the  time  of  your  redemption 
having  come  —  being  then  presented  perfect  in  Christ 
Jesus  by  him  who  has  been  your  shepherd  here,  and 
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the  instrument  of  your  salvation  ?  It  all  depends 
upon  whether  you  now  welcome  Christ  or  not  to  be 
in  you  the  hope  of  glory.  Oh  embrace  him  now ;  — 
reject  him  not;  —  "Kiss  the  Son,  lest  he  be  angry, 
and  ye  perish  from  the  way,  ere  yet  his  wrath  be 
kindled  but  a  little.  Blessed  are  all  they  that  put 
their  trust  in  him  I" 


